
The Second Temple

The Second Temple
G-d's Temple, built on the Temple Mount by 
those returning to Zion from Babylonia, led by 
Zerubbabel. 
It was expanded and reached its peak during the 
period of Herod the Great. 
It was said that "He who has not seen Herod's 
building, has never in his life seen a truly grand 
building." 
The Temple stood from 351 BCE until 70 CE.
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Jerusalem is chosen for the first 
time in the history of the Jewish 

people to serve as the capital city 
when King David conquers the city 
from the Jebusites and sets up the 
capital city of his kingdom there.

His son, King 
Solomon will build 
the First Temple

He builds 
government 
buildings and 
brings the Ark 

of the Covenant 
to the city

The First Temple  1m
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erusalem was the capital city of the Judean 
Kingdom until the year 586 when the city 
was conquered by the Babylonian empire.



The Roman Period

The Roman Period
In 63 BCE the Roman army conquered Israel and 
ruled until 324 CE. 
During this time there were large, difficult uprisings 
that affected the Jewish population. 
During the Great Jewish Revolt, at the end of which 
the Temple was destroyed, and the Bar Kokhba 
Revolt, Jewish people were not allowed to enter 
Jerusalem and most of the Jewish population was 
exiled from the land.
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The Hashmonaim      49m
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Independent, Jewish 
rulers who were Jewish 

kings and priests. 

This was a period of 
time of military 

strength and social and 
economic prosperity. 
(167 BCE – 37 BCE).



Ottoman Empire

Ottoman Empire
Ruled for 400 years in Israel (1516-1917). 
At its peak sprawled from south-east Europe to 
North Africa. 
During their rule, they reached Jerusalem and the 
city developed from a remote city to a part of the 
western world, with consulates operating in the city 
in the last period of the Empire. 
From the middle of the nineteenth century, there 
was a large influx of Jews to Jerusalem and the 
population of the Jewish city tripled itself.
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